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Parent/Guardian/Teacher Interviews  

Parent/Guardian/Teacher Interview Night will be held on 

Thursday, October 13th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To 

schedule an “in-person” interview with a teacher, please 

click the following link:  

https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/code/bdmxt    

If you require assistance please contact the main office 

at 705-325-1318. 

 

Character Attribute for  

the Month of October 
 

 

 

 

 

Cooperation - we work together towards shared goals 

and purposes. 

More information about Character Education can be 

found here: www.scdsb.on.ca/about/

character_education 

 

Cooperative Education & Other Forms  

of Experiential Learning  

The Co-operative Education program at Twin Lakes 

allows students to work towards 2, 3 or 4 credits to try 

on a future job, trade or career while working with an 

employer.  

A big THANK YOU to Orillia and area employers who 

have once again supported the Cooperative Education 

Program.  Your efforts to share with us in the education 

of our students, has and will continue to provide our 

community with a more informed and productive work 

force.  

 

Apprenticeship  
In co-op, students and employers may partner for 

OYAP (Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program).  These 

students will graduate with their diploma, a whole new 

skill set, experience in the working world and a head 

start on a skilled profession.  While earning school cred-

its, OYAP students are able to use their Co-op hours 

toward their training time and government money will 

help fund their education.  We continue to encourage 

partnerships with employers in the community so stay 

tuned for student signings!  
 

Work Experience  

This experience gives students the opportunity to follow 

an employee for one day in order to explore a career 

area of interest.  Through observation and participation, 

students become aware of the demands in the work-

place and recognize the importance of education in get-

ting quality employment.  

Our Co-op teachers, Jodi Kerr and Robyn LaChapelle 

invite you to contact the Co-operative Education office 

(room 313B) at 705-325-1318, Ext. 43212 or 43178 if 

you have any questions or want to get involved in the 

program.  

School Council 

School council is a committee made up of elected parents/

guardians, community representatives, staff, and some-

times students that help to provide the community voice 

and parent/guardian perspective on important school top-

ics. School council is a good way for parents/guardians to 

get involved in their child/children’s education while playing 

an important role in the partnership between home and 

school.  

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 

17th  at 6:30 p.m. This meeting will be held virtually. If you 

are interested in attending, please email Principal, Julie 

Richardson at  

jurichardson@scdsb.on.ca  

 

Student Medical Forms 

A completed Student Medical Form (FORM A1420 - 1) is 

required each school year, or when a medical need is iden-

tified, or when the student transfers to another school, in 

order to authorize the administration of prescribed medica-

tion to students who require it during school hours, or when 

the medication and/or dosage requirements change.  

 

Specific to asthma, every student is now permitted to carry 

their asthma medication if the student has their parent’s/

guardian’s permission. Parents/guardians and adult stu-

dents are responsible for ensuring that a current, completed 

Student Medical Form is on file at the school.  

 

Parents/guardians and adult students are also to complete 

a Plan of Care for students with prevalent medical condi-

tions such as anaphylaxis, asthma, type 1 diabetes, or epi-

lepsy/seizure disorder.  

 

Some students may experience severe life-threatening al-

lergic reactions to bee, hornet, wasp or other insect stings 

or to certain foods or food ingredients such as peanuts. For 

students with life-threatening allergies, it is recommended 

that two doses of an epinephrine auto-injector are available 

on site at school.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school with any ques-

tions you may have.  

Principal:  Julie Richardson                                                                    Vice-Principals:  Michael Fogarty and Katie Prentice 
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Significant Days, Holy Days, Holidays and 

Heritage Recognition Occurring in the 

Month of October 

 

The SCDSB officially recognizes a variety of observanc-

es as detailed in the SCDSB Holy Days and Holidays 

Calendar. 

https://bit.ly/3Ln2Mfb. 

Communication to Families  

Regarding Inclement Weather Days 

Please note that APM A3020 – Inclement Weather, 3.1.2 

states that “parents/guardians are to be reminded, in writing 

at appropriate times (October and January) each school 

year, that it is their responsibility to decide whether or not it 

is safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe 

weather conditions.” 

 

If you have not already shared this information with families 

at your school, please do so via your school newsletter, 

email or the communication method that you use to reach 

your families. Our communications department has provided 

the following message: 

 
Inclement weather and bus cancellation information 

reminder  

 

All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe 

County is posted on the Simcoe County Student Trans-

portation Consortium (SCSTC)’s bus information web-

site at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our school is 

in the [insert zone for your school] zone. When buses 

are cancelled, schools remain open for student learn-

ing, unless otherwise noted. School staff are expected 

to plan for such emergencies in order to transition stu-

dents who are unable to attend due to inclement 

weather, to their online platforms (Google Classroom 

and/or SCDSBhub [Brightspace by D2L]) and continue 

with academic programming. It is always a family deci-

sion whether or not it is safe for their child(ren) to leave 

for school under severe weather conditions. 

 

The Consortium and bus operators try to make the de-

cision to cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make 

every effort to post announcements before 7 a.m. In-

clement weather cancellations are effective for the 

whole day and buses cancelled in the morning will not 

run at the end of the day. You can follow the Consorti-

um on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus for bus cancella-

tions and other information. You can also subscribe to 

receive bus delay notifications here: https://scstc.ca/

Subscriptions/Login.aspx.  

 

School Bus Transportation  

Information Available from the SCSTC 
 
In order to receive delay and cancellation notifications, fami-

lies can check the Simcoe County Student Transportation 

Consortium (SCSTC) website at 

www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca or download the  

‘BusPlanner Delays’ app from the Apple or Android app 

stores to receive delay notifications to their devices. Users 

would need to select Simcoe County STC as the transporta-

tion authority. The app will need to be forced closed, but you 

will be able to select your student(s) routes or school to re-

ceive delays. 

The app will send a general notice for any cancellation in 

Simcoe County. You only need to know which ‘zone’ you’re 

in, so you would know which one to look out for in the app. 

You can find your student’s zone by visiting the School Bus 

Status page at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca and clicking 

the dropdown for the area you live in. 

 

 

October PA Day 

Please note that Monday, October 24 is a PA Day for all 

SCDSB students. Please refer to the 2022-2023 School 

Year Calendar on the SCDSB website for more infor-

mation: 

 www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/planning_for_school/

school_year_calendar. 
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Simcoe County District School Board Emergency Procedures Information  

 
Procedures help keep our school safe  

The safety and well-being of students is our top priority. We have a number of procedures in place to keep our school 

safe. You can help your child understand and feel safe by:  

·    talking to them about the situations below;  

·    reminding them that emergencies are rare; and,  

·    telling them it’s important to follow staff instructions in these situations. 

 

Parents/guardians should talk about the following emergency drills with their children: 

• Shelter in place: a procedure used during hazardous environmental or weather-related situation, where it is neces-

sary to keep all occupants within the school to protect them from an external situation at or near the school. Examples 

may include chemical spills, blackouts, explosions, or extreme weather conditions. 

• Hold and secure: a response to a threat in the general vicinity of a school, but not related to the school. This could be 

a police pursuit, a crime in progress or an active search by local police for a suspect. All building entrances should be 

locked to restrict access of unwanted individuals. Generally, school activities may continue as usual inside the build-

ing; however, a decision about this will be made by the principal in consultation with the local police services. 

• Lockdown: a procedure used in response to a major incident or threat of violence inside the school, or in relation to 

the school. In this case staff and students are directed to lock themselves in designated safe areas. A lockdown is an 

emergency response to an imminent threat. Interior doors are locked, lights are shut off and blinds are drawn. Stu-

dents and staff remain quiet. Schools practice lockdown drills at least two times per year. In the unlikely event of an 

actual lockdown situation, police ask that parents/guardians do not go to the school. Information will be communicated 

through the school board social media sites (www.facebook.com/SCDSB and www.twitter.com/SCDSB_Schools), the 

board website (www.scdsb.on.ca), and through local police and local media. 

 

All schools have evacuation plans in case of gas leaks, bomb threats or fire incidents that would require everyone to 

leave the school. Each school has two evacuation sites. Ours are [insert evacuation site names and addresses here]. 

We hold drills to practice our evacuation plan. In a real evacuation, students and staff may go to the evacuation site, 

depending on the situation. Parents/guardians will be informed about pickup procedures by the school, school board 

and local media. 

 

When parents/guardians are at school during a drill or emergency event, they must follow direction from school staff, 

police, fire and/or emergency personnel. Parents/guardians may not have immediate access to their child(ren) during 

drills or emergencies. They may need to wait until the situation is resolved and school staff and/or emergency personnel 

release students into parent/guardian care. 

School Bus Safety Week and School Bus 

Driver Appreciation Day 

 

School Bus Safety Week takes place Oct. 17 to 21, 

2022. Please visit the Simcoe County Student Transpor-

tation Consortium (SCSTC) website at 

main.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca for information on  

school bus safety and links to school bus safety re-

sources. Oct. 19, 2022 is School Bus Driver Apprecia-

tion Day in the province of Ontario. It’s a great oppor-

tunity for the school community to thank our bus drivers 

for all their hard work transporting students to and from  

school safely.  

 

Have You Met Sora? 
 

Our digital ebook/audiobook collection contains over 

4,000 titles waiting to be checked out by our SCDSB 

students. Students simply download the app, use their  

SCDSB login and start reading for free on their phone or 

tablet. The collection can be accessed at: 

meet.soraapp.com.  

OSSLT 

Students in Grade 10 (along with eligible students in 

Grades 11 and 12) will have the opportunity to attempt the 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) on No-

vember 29
th
, 30

th
 or December 1

st
. Students will be notified 

of the specific day and location of their scheduled assess-

ment in the near future. If successful, this will count to-

wards satisfying the literacy requirement for the Ontario 

Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). The normal school 

day schedule will be unaffected and will continue as nor-

mal. We believe that students, working with their teachers, 

parents/guardians and administrators, can be successful 

on the OSSLT. Additional information and materials about 

the OSSLT are posted on the EQAO web site at http://

www.eqao.com or access additional review material  

and an online practice test on our website:  

http://twi.scdsb.on.ca 

 

Get on the Move 
 

There are many benefits to walking or wheeling to school. 

Walking or wheeling to school reduces traffic, helps stu-

dents establish healthy lifestyles, is better for the environ-

ment and enhances community safety. Wherever possible, 

we encourage students within walking zones to get on the 

move and walk or wheel to school.  

 

For more information please visit the Simcoe Muskoka Dis-

trict Health Unit website here: bit.ly/3OC4CJ9 
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Join us! A learning series for  

parents/guardians with  

Pine River Institute 

Mental health and well-being continues to be a key stra-

tegic priority within the SCDSB. We are pleased to con-

tinue our partnership with the Centre for Family Initia-

tives at Pine River Institute (CFI@PRI) to provide sever-

al curated learning sessions focused on student mental 

health and well-being to SCDSB families, staff and  

within the SCDSB’s broader school communities.  

 

There are five webinars in the learning series specifical-

ly planned for parents, guardians and other caregivers 

during this school year.   

  

Oct. 20, 2022     Screen Time 2.0 

Dec. 8, 2022      How to Manage Another’s Anxiety 

Feb. 9, 2023      Guide to Attuned Limit Setting 

March 2, 2023   Emotional Regulation for Kids and Adults 

April 27, 2023    The Biology of Stress 

 

We hope you save these dates in your calendar and join 

us for these learning opportunities. For more information 

and to register, please visit the SCDSB website:  

https://bit.ly/3jGaC74. 

 

Pine River Institute is a live-in treatment centre and out-

door leadership experience for youth aged 13 to 19 

struggling with addictive behaviours and often other 

mental health issues. Combining therapy with a fully-

accredited education program, PRI reinforces the 

healthy life skills required for a successful future. 

CFI@PRI extends PRI’s knowledge, experience and 

evidence-informed treatment approach to families and 

care providers in the community to support youth mental 

wellness and prevent the need for more intensive inter-

ventions.  Learn more about PRI by visiting their web-

site at www.pineriverinstitute.com. 

 

The SCDSB Human Rights  
and Equity Office  

 

The SCDSB Human Rights and Equity Office (HREO) is 

a safe and confidential space to identify matters related 

to discrimination, harassment and human rights viola-

tions. The HREO’s goal is to create and maintain a safe, 

caring and inclusive learning and working environment 

by promoting and protecting the human rights of 

SCDSB students and staff. At the SCDSB Board Meet-

ing on Aug. 31, 2022 the SCDSB Human Rights and 

Equity Policy (https://bit.ly/3dkjW0t) was approved by 

the Board of Trustees. Visit the SCDSB website to learn 

more: https://www.scdsb.on.ca/about/

human_rights_and_equity_office. 

 

Fire Prevention Week is Oct. 9 to 15 
 

This year, the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA) is celebrating its 100
th
 anniversary. The 2022 

Fire Prevention Week theme, ‘Fire won’t wait. Plan your 

escape™’, works to educate everyone about simple but 

important actions they can take to keep themselves and 

those around them safe from home fires. For more infor-

mation about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s 

theme, along with a wealth of resources to help  

promote the campaign locally, visit fpw.org. 

 

Information from the National Fire Protection Associa-

tion website 

Guidance News 

Students are assigned a guidance 

counsellor by the first letter of their 

last name as follows: 

A – I Mrs. McCullough 

J – M Ms. Racco 

N – Z Mrs. Pellarin (and International 

students) 

 

Guidance Communication 

Google Classroom 

All students should be connected to this as information about 

courses, post-secondary, wellness, community resources, 

community service hours, graduation etc. is posted here.  

Parents are also welcome to join the Classroom.  Classroom 

code is:  4sft3wj 

 

School emails 

Every student has a Twin Lakes email account and lots of 

school information is relayed via this email.  Access to email 

is available on our school computers or on home systems.  

Students are aware of this and are encouraged to check their 

accounts frequently to stay current with school news.   

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter at:  @TLSSguidance 

 

Post-Secondary Information 

Our graduating students are busy planning for their life after 

high school.  Besides individual counselling, which students 

sign up for with their guidance counsellor, there are many 

resources and workshops to assist with post-secondary plan-

ning.  Check the Google Classroom regularly for updates. 

Additionally, grade 12 students all received a Grad Newslet-

ter, via their school email account, which highlights important 

dates and relevant graduation topics. 

 

Community Service Hours  

This is a reminder that 40 community service hours must be 

completed prior to graduation. Students can connect with 

their guidance counsellor for more details and information is 

also provided in the guidance google classroom. 

 

LINK Crew – Grade 9’s  

LINK Crew started off this year with an Orientation Day and 

ice cream social for our Class of 2026. Your student has 

been invited to meet with their LINK Leader at any time and 

you may contact Mrs. Kerrie Pellarin if you would like more 

information about this mentoring program. More exciting 

events are upcoming – stay tuned…  
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